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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T may be proper to inform the reader, 
that the following Diſcourſe was origi- 
nally deſigned, only as a Preliminary to the 
author's Arguments and Reflections on 
the Books and Chapters of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which were tranſlated 
at the charge of The Society for pro- 
moting Chriſtian Knowledge, and f- 
publiſhed in the year 1716, and lately re- 
diſed, corrected, and very much enlarged, 
from the author's laſt Edition, in 1744. 
But as this diſcourſe contains many excellent 
inſtructions, which are of general uſe, and 
may, with the divine bleſſing, tend to con- 
vince many of the obligation they are under 
to read the Scriptures, and dirett them how 
to do it in a ſuitable manner ; it was thought 
expedient to publiſh this ſmall Tra# by itſelf, 
that thoſe who are not able to purchaſe the 
larger works of this eminent divine, may 
A 3 bave 


ir ADVERTISEMENT. 
have the advantage of this piece, which muſt 
be of infinite uſe to them, if it proves a 
means in. God's hand to perſuade them to 
read the Scriptures as they ought : which 
efect it cannot fail to produce in all, who 
read it with an honeſt heart. 
This ſmall ſpecimen of Mr OsTzx- | 
vALD'S writings, will likewiſe, it is hoped, | 
induce many to read his other uſeful and 
| inſtructive works; particularly his Argu- 
I ments and Reflections, which may be | 
looked upon as the moſt uſeful companion for 
the Scriptures, and the beſt human means | 
that perhaps was ever invented, to mate 
7 thoſe divine books produce in us the ſalutary 
| Hells for which they were graciouſly de- 
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IHA great numbers neglect 
the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, is as evident, as it is 
deplorable. Chriſtians there 
are, innumerable, who are almoſt entire- 
ly ignorant of the Bible; becauſe thoſe 
that have the rule over them ſuffer it to 
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be read only by particular perſons, and 
with the greateſt precaution, as if it 
were a dangerous thing to put the word 
of God indifferently into the hands of 
all men. But, not to concern ourſelves 
at preſent with theſe conſiderations, we 


{hall only obſerve, that the greateſt part, 


even of thoſe who have the reading of 
the ſacred writings recommended to 
them, neglect todoit. Many, itis true, 
for want of learning, may not be in a 
capacity to read the ſcriptures ; which 
3s a great misfortune, and a ſhame to 
Chriſtians, that the number of thoſe 
who cannot read, ſhould ſtil] be ſo great 
among them. It may be ſaid too, that 
a great many do not read the word of 
God, becauſe they are unable, through 
their poverty, to purchaſe that divine 
book. Thoſe to whom God has given 
riches, ſhould ſupply this defect, by 
dedicating ſome portion to the pious 
uſe of providing Bibles for the poor. 

To this may be added, that a great 
number of domeſtick, and other ſer- 
vants, have not leiſure to diſcharge this 
neceſſary duty; becauſe their maſters 
allow them not time for it. But how- 


ever this be, thoſe Chriſtians are utterly 
inexcu- 


— 


. tt 


6 -& 2 W Rv v0 WO 


e 


We muſt there 
gard for God, and his gifts, if we neg- 
lect to make a right uſe of this; and 
it would argue the greateſt degree of 


without that aſſiſtance, which God him- 
ſelf has judged ſo needful and expedi- 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 7 
inexcuſable, who have it in their power 
to read the word of God, and will not 
do it. | e 


God, in his infinite wiſdom, and un- 
bounded goodneſs, has ſupplied men, 
by the revelation of his will, with the 
moſt perfect means of inſtruction. He 
inſpired the prophets and apoſtles, and 
was pleaſed their writings. ſhould be 
preſerved, , that in them truth might 
always remain pure, without being cor- 


7 rupted by the forgetfulneſs and incon- 
ſtancy, the careleſſneſs or malice of 
men. The ſcriptures therefore are the 
moſt valuable bleſſing God ever beſtow- 
ed upon us, except the ſending his Son 
into the world; they are a treaſure, 
# which contain in them every thing that 


can make us BUY rich, and truly happy. 
ore have very little re- 


preſumption, to imagine we can do 
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ent for us. 
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© The uſe of the holy ſcriptures was | 


very common among the primitive | 
_ Chriſtians ; and as they were regularly | 
read in their religious aſſemblies, ſo did 
they read them with great diligence in 
[| their families. But the ſcriptures were 
| afterwards neglected, in proportion 
| as ignorance and ſuperſtition gained 
| f ground. The people were no longer 
|| inſtructed in them; and though the 
1 cuſtom was retained, of reading ſome | 
| portion of them in the church, they 
were rendered entirely uſelefs, by being | 
; read in a language the mr were un- 
1 acquainted with. At h, the pri- 
[| vate uſe of God's word was js wholly by F 
aſide; and this divine light in a manner 
extinguiſhed for ſeveral ages. About 
two hundred years ago, it was, as it 
were, taken from under the buſhel, * 
where it had lain ſo long concealed ; and 
the people, in ſeveral parts of Chriſ- | 
tendom, recovered their right of read- 
ing the ſcriptures ; but moſt of thoſe, 3 
who enjoy this privilege, do not im- 
prove it as they ought. f 


This 
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This indifference and neglect in read- 
ing the ſacred writings, is the true cauſe 
of that ignorance, which prevails among 
the generality of Chriſtians. This 1s 
the reaſon they have but a flight and 
ſuperficial knowledge of the doctrines 
and duties of Chriſtianity; and too many 
entertain notions that are entirely falſe 
and groundleſs. This is the ſource of 
the many. errors which are in vogue 
among us, and of the many impious and 
libertine notions, which prevail more 
and more; for as ſoon as we forſake 
the ſcriptures, which are our only rule 
of faith, to follow our own reaſonings, 
| we. muſt of neceſſity go aſtray. It is 
forſaking this divine light, which has 
occaſioned many perſons, who have 
thought themſelves inſpired, and ima- 
gined they had attained to the higheſt de- 
gree of piety and perfection, to fall into 
the moſt extravagant notions, and 
ſometimes, into the greateſt impurities. 
In ſhort, to the ſame cauſe may be a- 
{ſcribed all that remiſſneſs, that carnal 
and worldly-mindedneſs, which is too 
common among Chriſtians. All this, I 
ſay, proceeds from not reading the holy 
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ſcriptures, and not making that uſe of 
them for which they were given. 


It is true, this negle& in Chriſti- 
ans may be in ſome meaſure ſupplied, 


by reading the word of God in our re- 


ligious aſſemblies. And indeed, if it 
is ſurpriſing the people ſhould neglect 
to read it, there is ſtill more reaſon to 
be aſtoniſhed, that for ſo many years, 
men ſhould have forgot to give the 
reading of the ſacred writings that ho- 
nourable place in the publick worſhip, 
which it always enjoyed among the Jews, 
and among the firſt Chriſtians. But 
even ſuppoſing the ſcriptures were re- 
gularly read in the church, this alone 
would not be ſufficient, unleſs Chriſ- 
tians read them likewiſe in their own 
houſes. The expreſs declarations of 
God's word, the practice of the church, 
both under the Old and New Teſtament, 
and many other reaſons, which it is not 
expedient to mention at preſent, prove 
the neceſſity of doing this. Beſides, 
private reading is attended with ſome 
advantages, which publick reading is 
not. In private, one may read with 

| more 


tu 
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ore leiſure, conſider things more 
loſely, repeat the thing more than 
once, and make a more nice applica- 
tion. Private reading 1s, likewiſe, the 
beſt way to improve by what we hear in 
publick ; it being impoſſible righty, to 
comprehend what is ſaid in publick diſ- 
courſes and ſermons, without being well 
verſed in the ſcriptures. Add to this, 
that private reading keeps up a ſpirit of 
piety and devotion ; whereas thoſe who 
neglect this, inevitably fall into an in- 
difference and diſreliſn for divine things; 
which muſt be attended with remiſſneſs 
in the duties of Religion, and in a ſla- 


viſh ſubjection to the paſſions. 


We proceed now to conſider the man- 
ner in which the holy ſcriptures ought 
to be read: Here, we {hall make ſome 
reflections; firſt, on the books of the 
holy ſcriptures, and their ſeveral parts ; 

and ſecondly, on the ditpofitions which 
ought to accompany the reading of 
them. 


I. Every one knows, that the ſcrip- 
tures comprehend the OLp and New 
TESsTA- 
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TzSTAMENT : And as the Old Teſta- O 
ment, which was written before the cc 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt, is a part of the 
Bible, which is leaſt read, and very fo. 
many never read it at all; it ſeems ne- ot 
ceſſary here, to prove the uſefulneſs of FT 
thoſe books in particular. It is a very T 
great miſtake to imagine they were de-Jur 
ſigned only for the Jes, and that theyſw 
are of no uſe to Chriſtians. St Paul m 
ſays, that whatſoever things were toritten to 
aforetime, were written for our learning; cc 
and, ſpeaking of what had happened tog 
the Iſraelites, he ſays, That all thoſe; 

things happened to them for enſamples, 
and were written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf exhorts his diſci- 
ples, to ſearch the ſcriptures, for in 
them, ſays he, ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which teſtify o 
me. Our Lord, when he thus ſpeaks, 
recommends the reading and meditat- 
ing on the writings of Moſes and the: 
prophets, as he does in ſeveral other 
places. On the knowledge of what is 


contained in thoſe writings, depends 
the right underſtanding of the princi- 
pal articles of the Chriſtian religion. Ir 
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Of this we have a very remarkable and 
onvincing proof, in the frequent quo- 


173 


ations made by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
out of the hiſtories, prophecies, and 
other paſſages of the Old Teſtament. 


s of There are even whole books in the New 


ery 
de- 


hey 


Teſtament, which no one can rightly 
underſtand, who has not read the Old 
with ſome care and attention; this re- 


Dau mark is particularly true of the Epiſtle 
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to the Hebrews, which is nothing but a 
compariſon between the law and the 
goſpel. 


But to convince us more fully of 
the uſefulneſs of the books of the Old 
Teſtament, let us examine a little into 
their contents : They are of three kinds, 
being either hiſtorical, doctrinal and 


moral, or prophetical. 


The Hiſtorical Books, which are the 
firſt in order, begin at Gerefs, and end 


fat the book of Ether. They are called 


hiſtorical, becauſe they contain nothing 
but hiſtories, except ſome part of the 
books of Moſes, where the laws which 


God gave to the Jews are ſet down. 
are informed of the 
moſt 


In theſe books, we 
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moſt conſiderable events relating to re- 
ligion, and the people of God, from 
the creation of the world, to the return 


from the Babyloniſþ captivity. Theſe |; 


are the books we ſhould begin with; 
for it is remarkable, that the firſt in- 
ſtruction God was pleaſed to give his 
church, was by hiſtory; this method 
of inſtruction being the moſt plain and 
ealy, ahd ſuited to every capacity, 
Hiſtories are ſo eaſy to comprehend and 
retain, that even children may under- 
ſtand them without much difficulty ; 
and therefore, the foundation of their 
inſtruction ſhould be laid here. Be- 
fides, on hiſtorical facts the whole of 
religion is-founded ; as hiſtory furniſhes 
us with invincible proots of the truth 
and divine authority of the ſcriptures; 
However, the hiſtories of the Old Teſ- 
tament contain, not only facts, but like- 
wiſe the | doctrines and duties of reli- 
gion : They ſet before us many noble 
examples, wherein are diſplayed the 
wiſdom, goodneſs, and juſtice of God's 
providence ; his love to good men, and 
diſpleaſure againſt ſinners. The ele- 


venth chapter of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, is a remarkable proof of the 
| STE truth 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 13 


truth of this obſervation. In that chap- 
ter, St Paul, deſigning to ſhew the na- 
ture and effects of faith, collects together 
in one view, the examples of faith, 
obedience, and conſtancy, which we 
meet with in the lives of the patri- 
archs, and other illuſtrious perſons, 
who lived before the coming of Chriſt ; 
which may convince us, that the read- 
ing and meditating on the hiſtories of 
the Old Teſtament, muſt be of great 
uſe to Chriſtians. 


The books of the Old Teſtament, 
which are called do#rinal and moral, are 
the book of Jeb, the Pſalms, and the 
writings of Solomon. 


Theſe books are not altogether ſo 
clear as thoſe which are hiſtorical. In 
Job, and the Proverbs, for inſtance, we 
meet with ſome paſſages, whoſe ſenſe 
is, not eaſily determined; which is ge- 

erally owing to ſome defect in the ver- 
ſion; the extreme conciſeneſs of the ſen- 
tences, and the figures of ſpeech, ſo 
different from any in uſe among us, 
making it very hard to expreſs them in 


the modern languages. But if theſe 
| books 
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books are attended with a little obſcu- 
rity in ſome places, they may, never 
theleſs, be read with great advantage. 


They ſupply us, in general, with theſeJ'<! 
three things; with doctrines, with pre- INWIt 
cepts of morality, and with ſentimentsſto 
of piety and devotion. Firſt, We learnſof 
from them the principal doctrines of re. gra 
ligion, ſuch as theſe ; That there is a 
God, who made the world ; that he go- hin 
verns all things by his providence, dif-J'® ! 
penſing good and evil, protecting goodycor 
men, and puniſhing the wicked; that var 
this God, who is perfectly juſt ad righ-Ncur 
teous, will reward every man accordingſto 
to his works; with other doctrines offi 
the like nature, which are clearly dil- tio1 
played in theſe books, and confirmedy<%% 
with ſeveral very uſeful and inſtructive wh 
examples, particularly in the book o for 
Job, and the Pſalms. Secondly, Theſeq nee 
books contain moſt excellent rules offflar 
morality, and precepts of great uſe, re- 
lating to the principal duties of religion 
to juſtice, charity, purity, temperance, hor 
pris and other virtues. Thirdly]“ 

this- part of the Old Teſtament, and wm 
n in the Pſalms, we meet witlſ eie 

exalted 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 17 
eu- lexalted ſentiments of piety, and the moſt 
excellent patterns of devotion; here we 
are taught, how we ought to be affect- 
d with the majeſty of God, and reve- 
rence. and adore the ſupreme being ; 
re- with what pleaſure and delight we ought 
-ntsjfo meditate upon the wonderful works 
arnlof creation and providence; with what 
re- Igratitude and fervency of devotion, we 
is a pught to extol his — and praiſe 
him for all his mercies ; that we ought 
to pay the higheſt regard to God's holy 
oodIcommandments, and account thoſe ad- 
thatIvantages ineſtimable, which piety pro- 
oh. fſcures to its true votaries. Here we learn 
ſinglto truſt in God, to call upon him in 
o time of trouble, to ſubmit with reſigna- 
diſ.ytion to the divine will, and to have re- 
nedcourſe to God's mercy, by repentance, 
tivelwhen we have offended him. There- 
oll fore, the reading of theſe books muſt 
heſel needs be of great uſe to guide and in- 
8 ollflame our devotion. 
re- 
ion, The Prophetical Books are the writ- 
ace ings of the prophets, from 1/aiah to Ma- 
aly lachi, They are ſtiled prophetical, be- 
and cauſe they principally contain prophe- 
with} cies, or predictions. They are not, 
Ited how- 
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however, ſo ſtrictly prophetical, butſof 


we find in them ſeveral remarkable hiſ. 9 


tories, as in Jeremiab, Daniel, and Jo. 


nab; as well as many uſeful, moral in- Idi 


ſtructions, in the exhortations and re- 
monſtrances of the prophets. The pro- 
phecies which make up the moſt con- 
ſiderable part of theſe books, are 0 


three kinds; ſome relate to Feſu, 


Chriſt, and the Chriſtian church ; others 


concern the Jews more particularly ;{th: 


and others foretel what was to befal the 
ſeveral nations and empires of the 
world, 


If, in reading the predictions of the 
rophets, we meet at firſt with ſome 
obſcurity, inſtead of being ſurpriſed at 


it, let us conſider, that every prophecyſ 


muſt be obſcure, at leaſt, in ſome re- 
ſpects, before the event. It was ſo fa 
from being neceſſary to the ſalvation o 
the faithful in thoſe times, that theſe 
predictions ſhould be abſolutely clear to 
them, and that they ſhould perfectly 
comprehend them in every part, that, 
on the contrary, the meaning of them 
muſt needs be concealed. The unſearch- 
able wiſdom of God, and the wonders 
| of 
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butſof his providence, appear with much 
e hiſ-foreater luſtre, when we reflect, that his 
1 70-Jdeſigns were accompliſhed, and the pre- 

Idictions of the prophets fulfilled, with- 
-Jout men knowing any thing of it, and 
Iby ſuch means as no one would ever 
Jhave thought of. Beſides, had theſe 
predictions been ' abſolutely clear, in 
every circumſtance, men might have fo 
ar obſtru@ed the deſigns of providence, 
ſthat continual miracles, and altering the 
courſe of nature, might have been ne- 
ceſſary in order to bring about the exe- 
cution of them. Therefore, God, in 
great wiſdom, ſpread a vail over the 
prophecies, that they might be attended 
with ſome obſcurity. 


It is, however, to be obſerved, that 
| what was once obſcure, the event has 
made clear, Moſt of the prophecies re- 
| Of lating to the coming of Chriſt, to his 
ele} ſufferings, and kingdom, to the re- 
tod jection of the Fews, and the calling of 
tly{ the Gentiles, are now very eaſy to com- 
at, prehend. The predictions concerning 
My the Jews, which foretold the deſtruc- 
h- tion of Feruſalem, and their diſperſion, 
rl occaſioned firſt by the Aſſyrians and Ba- 
of bylonians, 
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Sylontans, and afterwards by the Ro. 
mans, ſoon after the coming of our 
Lord; theſe predictions are ſo perfectly 
explained by the event, that there is no 
difficulty attending them. As to thoſe 
prophecies which related to other nati- 
ons and kingdoms of the world, as the 
prophecies of IJſaiab, from the thir- 
teenth chapter, and the remarkable pre- 
dictions of Daniel; if the generality of 
readers find them difficult, becauſe they 
are ignorant of the hiſtory of thoſe times 
and nations, they are quite clear to 
thoſe who are acquainted with that hiſ- 
tory. Beſides this obſcurity, ariſing 
from the ſubject of the prophecies, the 
ſtile of theſe inſpired writers, who make 
uſe of various images, and figures of 
ſpeech, foreign to the uſages of theſe 
times, is another cauſe of obſcurity. 
But with ſome aſſiſtance, like that which 
is attempted in this“ work, and a little 
acquaintance with the language of the 
prophets, we may eaſily diſcover their 
meaning. Upon the whole, if there 
are 


* In theſe Words, the Author refers to his 
Arguments and Reflections on the Books and Chapters 
of the Old and New Teftaments, mentioned in the 
Advertiſement before this Tract. 


are ſome palſl: 
Iwhich. we do not perfectly comprehend, 
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ages in their writings, 


we may, without prejudice to our ſal- 
vation, be ignorant of their true import. 


It is a very great fault to neglect, as 
too many do, the reading of the pro- 
phecies. If Chriſtians would but read 
them, and meditate on them, they 
would find an aſtoniſhing light dart 
rom them ; they would diſcover beau- 
ties, which they are now ſtrangers to 
and would have a more lively ſenſe of 
the truth and excellence of religion, 
than they now have. In fact, nothing 
can be conceived a more convincing 
proof of the being of God, nothing a 
more undeniable argument that he go- 
verns all things, and that the ſcriptures 
are his word, than to ſee the exact com- 
pletion of thoſe ancient prophecies, 
which were in the hands of the Jews, 
ſuch as we now have them, many ages 
before the coming of our Lord. For 
this reaſon, St Peter adviſes Chriſtians 
to read and meditate on the prophe- 
cies, as a moſt likely means to ſtrengthen 
them in the faith. Ye have alſo, lays 
he, a more ſure word of prophecy, where- 

uno 
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unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unt 
a light that ſhineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in 
your hearts. 


The New TeSTAMENT is that part of 
the ſcriptures, which it moſt concerns 
us to be acquainted with. If the Old} - 
and New Teſtaments be compared to-. 
gether, the latter is certainly the clear- p 
eſt and moſt perfect: For though the) # 
doctrine of the goſpel be at the bottom 
the ſame with that of Maſes, and the 
prophets; yet it is certain, that the di- G 
vine truths, the duties, the promiſes I th 
and threatnings of the Goſpel, are pro- ¶ th 
poſed with greater ſtrength and evi- I of 
dence, than thoſe of the Old Teſtament. I of 
The goſpel has not only removed thef his 
ſhadows of the law, and ſet in a clearf pe 
light what was before revealed only in 
part; but, likewiſe, teaches us many 
things, which the faithful of old knew ö 
not, and which the prophets themſelves, 
as our Saviour obſerves, were ignorant 
of. Hence it is, that St Paul calls Ithe 
thoſe things myſteries, or ſecret things, ſac: 
which were unknown to former ages. Itior 
Nor is it to be wondered, that we find Sec 
| I greater 
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110 1 light in the Goſpel, than in the 

Miſes and the on — ſpeak in 

in] the Old 7 ; 15 in the New, 

it is Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, of 

whom it is ſaid, This is my beloved Son, 

t of Bear him. St Paul makes this diſtinc- 

rns tion, when he ſays, God, who at ſundry 

dy times, and in divers manners, _ in 
to- times paſt unto the fathers by the 

ar · phets, has, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken 2 

the 15 ty his Son. 


the} The New Teſtament conſiſts of the 
di- Goſpels, the A#is of the Apoſtles, and 
ſes} the Epiſtles. Of theſe, the Goſpels are 
pro- the firſt in order and dignity ; which 
evi- offer to our view, Firſt, The diſcourſes 
ent. of our Lord, as they proceeded from 
the] his facred lips; the moſt holy and moſt 
learſ perfect laws, which he taught man- 
y in] kind, that thereby they might learn to 
1any know God, and to ſerve him in ſpirit and 
new iin truth; the duties which he recom- 
ves, Imends to the practice of his diſciples ; 

rant jthe rewards and puniſhments of ano- 
calls Ither life; and all theſe attended with 
ings, uch a degree of evidence and convic- 
ges. Ition, as is to be met with no where elſe. 

find Pecondly, We read in the Goſpels an 
cater B account 


* 
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account of our Saviour's miracles, 
which diſplay his divine power, and, I. 
at the ſame time, his great goodneſs, | ; 
ſince all his miracles were acts of mercy | ; 
and kindneſs. When we read the Gol- } 
pels, we ought to give great attention It 
to our Lord's miracles, as God was u 
pleaſed to make choice of this method, | 
to prove that Jeſus was the Meſſiah. | «+ 
Laſtly, In them we ſee deſcribed the I & 
unlpotted life of our great Redeemer, hre 
his zeal, his obedience to the will of fof 
his Father, his amazing love to man- [th 
kind, his meekneſs, humility, ſincerity, 

. purity, patience, and renouncing of the | 
world. Theſe virtues, which ſhine fy 
forth in his life, are all united in his Ja 
death, and appear with the greateſt luſ- al 
tre. To the hiſtory of the death of ey, 
Jeſus Chriſt, the goſpel adds likewiſe an ſin 
account of his reſurrection and aſcen- is 
ſion, which are the foundation of ourſdiffi 
faith and hope. 

From hence it is evident, that the * 
Goſpels are the moſt conſiderable partſtheir 
of the New Teſtament; for which reanak, 
fon, the reading of them has alwayÞbogk 
been looked upon in the church as Infor. 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 25 


» | thing of the greateſt importance; and 
, as the Jews, though they read the writ- 
„ | ings of the prophets, and received them 


Y as divine, had a cular veneration 
- | for the law of Moſes, and gave that 
n || the firſt rank; ſo Chriſtians have al- 
as ways expreſſed an extraordinary reſpect 
d, | for the Goſpels. ; From hence proceeded, 
h. ¶ the antient cuſtom of riſing up, and 
he | ſtanding all the time the Goſpels were 
I, reading in the church, and the cuſtom 
of [of reading and explaining ſome part of 
n- them every Sunday in the year. 


the | The As of the Apoſtles inform us, in 
ine what manner the goſpel, after our Lord's 
his Faſcenſion, was preached, both at Jeru- 
uſ- alem and the places adjacent, and in 
of ſſeveral parts of the world. The read- 
an ſing this book is of great uſe, and as it 
en- is wholly hiſtorical, it cannot be very 
our difficult to underſtand. 


The Epiſtles, or letters, which the 
the xpoſtles ſent, either to the churches in 
paritheir time, or to particular perſons, 
rea- make likewiſe a part of the canonical 
WayÞooks of the New Teſtament. St Peter 
as informs us, that St Paul's Epiſtles were 
ching "WY reck- 
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reckoned among the divine writings, 
in the life-time of the apoſtles. It 
would be a groſs miſtake, to imagine 
that the Goſpels alone are ſufficient, and 
that the Epiſtles may be diſpenſed with. 
The Epiſtles furniſh us with an explana- 
tion of ſeveral articles, which are not al- 
together ſo evident from the Goſpels ; 
ſo that the Goſpels are more clear, in 
many reſpects, when the Epiſtles are 


added to them. In truth, Chrift did) 


not always think fit to explain himſelf 
fully and completely upon every ſub- 
ject; his thoughts were often concealed 
under figurative expreſſions, or ſimili- 


tudes, which were ſomewhat obſcure, 


and were not to be entirely cleared up, 
till after his aſcenſion : There are even 


many things, which Chriſt did not tell] 


his apoſtles, while he was with theln, 


and which, conſequently, are pet to be 


found in the Goſpels. Hear our Lord's 


own words, I have yet many things to ſay 
unto you, but you cannot bear them now ; 


bowbeit, when the Spirit of Truth is come, 
he till guide you into all truth, and will 


 fhew you things to come. The apoſtles, 
alter they had received the Holy Ghoſt, 

were much more enlightned _ be 
ore 


XX ©& WE "5 


apoſtles deliver upon thoſe 


puri 


perſons, converted to Chriſtiani 
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fore; and therefore we meet, in their 
writings, with the diſcovery of many 
things of the greateſt importance, and 
even ſuch as are abſolutely neceſſary tor 
our inſtruction. 


For the right underſtanding of the 
Epiſtles, the chiet thing to be obſerved, 
is the occaſion and deſign of writing 


them. Though they treat of different 


ſubjects, as the exigences of the church 
required at that time; 2 what the 

ubjects ſerves 
to clear up ſeveral points in religion. 


Their aim, in general, was to preſerve 


in the Chriſtian churches, then lately 
founded by them, ſound doctrine, and 
of manners; and to guard the 
faithful againſt the errors which many 
from 
among the Fews and Gentiles, took great 
pains to propagate, and thereby corrupt- 


ed the doctrines and practices of Chriſ- 
) tianity. 
tles in all their Epiſtles, is to perſuade 


The grand deſign of the apoſ- 


Chriſtians to perſevere in the faith, and 
in a my life; and therefore they all 
end with earneſt exhortations to the 


practice of the virtues and duties of 
B 3 


reli- 
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religion : There are even ſome, which 
were written with no other view, par- 
ticularly the Epiſtles called Catholick, 
which, except a few places, wherein 
the apoſtles ſlightly touch upon ſome 
article of faith, conſiſt wholly of mo- 
ral precepts, and exhortations to true 
holinefs. 


II. From what has been ſaid, it ap- 
way that the reading of the. Old and 

ew Teſtament is a moſt excellent 
means of inſtruction and edification. 
But before we can reap this advantage 
from it, the heart and mind muſt be 
fitly diſpoſed for the reading of them. 
The ſcriptures may be read, and very 
frequently too, and yet no advantage 
enſue, if we read them only in a cur- 
ſory way, and for the ſake of reading. 
It is with reading, as it is with prayer, 
and other acts of religion; they are of 
no uſe, and even become ſinful, when 
not attended with the neceſſary diſpoſi- 


tions. | 


The 
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The neceſſary diſpoſitions for reading the 
TIE Holy Scriptures, | 


1. The firſt neceſſary diſpoſition is 
Attention ;, that is, when a man reads, 
his mind ſhould be free, compoſed, 
and diſengaged from other thoughts: 
Above all, we muſt take heed that our 
heart be not diſordered by our paſſions; 
for the heart and the paſſions are the 
great cauſe of diſtraction and inattention 
in reading, as well as in prayer; the 
mind naturally dwelling upon thoſe 
things, which have taken poſſeſſion of 
the heart. For this reaſon, it is con- 
venient to make choice for reading, of 
thoſe ſeaſons in which we are diſengag- 
ed from other things, and particularly 
the morning. It is likewiſe of great 
uſe, before we begin to read, to ſtir up 
our attention, by ſeriouſly conſidering 
what we are going about, and reflect- 
ing, that when we read the ſcriptures, 
God ſpeaks to us, and by his word de- 
fires to make us happy, and bring us to 
everlaſting life. To ſecure attention, 
we muſt likewiſe read with deliberation. 
Many are very fond of reading a grea: 

B 4 deal, 
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deal, and running over the ſcriptures in 
a ſhort time z forgetting that what 
makes reading profitable is attention, 
meditation, and ſerious reflection on 
what we read. Reading, which is the 
nouriſhment of the ſoul, is like food to 
the body, which cannot ſupport lite and 
vigour, unleſs it be chewed and digeſt- 
ed. Let us therefore avoid precipita- 
tion, do nothing in a hurry, and allow 
ourſelves leiſure to weigh and conſider 
well what we read: To this end, we 
muſt avoid reading too long at a time; 
for ſhort readings are generally beſt: 
however, the following diſtinction may 


de obſerved. When, we read the Hit- 


torical Books, we may read more at a 
time, and faſter ; becauſe hiſtory is more 
connected, its tranſitions from one ſub- 
ject to another are not ſo quick, and 
its connection engages and keeps up 
the attention, and makes it eaſier to 
retain what has been read. But when 
chapters are read, which contain doc- 
trines or precepts, as in the book of 
Fob, in the Proverbs, and Epiſtles, 
one cannot read ſo long together ; be- 
cauſe each verſe demands a particular 
conſideration, and therefore, we muſt 


read 
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read the leſs, and with the greater de- 
liberation. 


2. We muſt read frequently and dili- 
gently. No one can be Tuſkciently ac- 
quainted with the ſcriptures, without 
making them familiar by frequent read- 
ing. Regular and frequent reading 
gives us an opportunity of meditating 
on them the more; whereas thoſe who 


read but ſeldom, will never furniſh their 
minds, much leſs fill their hearts, with 
what is contained in thoſe ſacred books. 


Beſides, a careful and conſtant reading 


-will give us a greater reliſh for God's 


word; which the more we read, and 
meditate, the more beauties we diſco- 
ver in it; the more it enlightens the 
underſtanding g, and ſanctifies and re- 
Joices the heart. A Chriſtian, there- 
fore, ſhould make this divine word his 
regular ſtudy; ſhould meditate therein 
day and night; and as he every day 
takes food for the nouriſhment of his 
body, ſo ſhould he every day give his 
ſoul that heavenly food, which will 
nouriſh him to eternal life. 


3 We muſt read with judement and 
B 5 dif. 
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diſcretion, if we would rightly under- 
ſtand the ſenſe of ſcripture, and diſ- 
cern the uſe we are to make of it. If 
this diſpoſition be wanting, we may 
read without advantage, and even by 
reading run into dangerous errors. 


This judgment and diſcretion is ne- 
ceſſary, Firſt, In order to diſtinguiſh 
how far what we read is the word of 
God. For as there are many actions 
related in ſcripture, not for our imita- 
tion, but rather to inſpire us with hor- 
ror and deteſtation againſt them z fo 
there are many things, which were 
not committed to writing to be the rule 
either of our thoughts or actions. The 

ſacred writers ſometimes ſet down the 
| ſpeeches and ſentiments of the wicked: 
For inſtance, in the prophet Malachi 
we read theſe words, [t is in vain to 
ſerve God: and what profit is it that we 
have kept his ordinances? And in one 
of St Paul's epiſtles, we meet with 
this maxim of carnal and profane men, 
Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
die : But when we read theſe, and ſuch 
like paſſages, we muſt remember, that 
thoſe who ſpeak thus, are wicked men. 
1 1 And 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 33 
And even thoſe, who are in ſcripture 
commended for their piety, did not al- 
ways act in ſtrict conformity to it: 
Thus, when David vowed utterly to 
deſtroy NabaPs houſe, we muſt conclude 
he ſinned in ſo doing; and the diſcourſes 
of Job's friends, though they are ex- 
tremely beautiful and inſtructive, are 


not to be approved of in every reſpect; 


for it is ſaid, God was wroth with them, 
becauſe they bad not ſpoken the thing that 
was right. 


This diſcernment is likewiſe neceſ- 
fary, in order to judge in what ſenſe 
we are to interpret what we read; 
otherwiſe, we may often be greatly 
miſtaken. For example, when Moſes 
ſays, The Lord — Pharaotfs heart, 
one might imagine the hardneſs of 
mens hearts proceeds from God, and 
that he is the author of it; which 


would be a notion ſhocking and blaſ- 


phemous to the higheſt degree. When 
St Paul ſays, That Feſus Chrift has de- 
livered us from the law, that be has 


' blotted out the hand-writing of ordi- 
nances, that was againſt us; and that 


we are juſtified without the deeds of the 
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law; we muſt conſider in what ſenſe 
he ſays it; or elſe, we may run into 
a moſt pernicious error, and imagine, 
Chriſtians are diſpenſed with keeping 
the moral law, and that good works 
are not neceſſary. Every day we hear 
ſinners and libertines pervert texts of 
ſcripture, to excuſe themſelves, and 
extenuate their crimes. Unlearned and 
unſtable men, as St Peter obſerved in 
his time, wwreſt that divine book 10 
their own defiruffion. Examples of 
this kind are innumerable ; which 
proves, that it is of the greateſt impor- 
trance to read the ſcriptures with pru- 
dence and diſcretion. * 


One of the beſt ways to prevent 


miſtaking the true ſenſe of 2 
is to have a conſtant eye to the deſign 
which the ſacred writers had in view; 
to examine upon what occaſion, and to 
what end they ſpeak ; to obſerve the 
connection of what is ſaid, with what 
precedes, and what follows; and to 
compare what we read with other paſ- 
{ages, which may ſerve to explain it. 
If any one ſhould take all the verſes 
of the ſcriptures apart, as ſo many un- 

con- 
4. 


Y 
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connected ſentences, with each its pro- 
per ſenſe and meaning, much like the 
ſentences in the book of Proverbs, he 
would run into very great errors. We 
muſt never loſe ſight of the end and 
deſign of what is ſaid, if we deſire to 
diſcover the true meaning of God's 
word. This we muſt be particularly 
careful to do in the books and chap- 
ters which are doctrinal, and eſpeci- 
ally in the Epiſtles; which is the rea- 
ſon we have been obliged to add a 
little to the length of the Arguments of 
thoſe chapters : 
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If a right judgment be neceſſary, 
as we have obſerved, in order to un- 
derſtand the ſcriptures, it is not leſs 

[uſeful in order to diſcover the im- 
| | provement we are to make of them. 
| To this end, it muſt be conſidered, 
> | that the great deſign of the ſcriptures, 
and the uſe they ſhould be applied to, 
is to produce in us true faith, and 
the love of God, and thereby bring us 
to eternal life. Theſe things are writ- 

ten, 


1 — 2 — — — r 
— 8 * _ — 


. * See OsTervald's Arguments and Reflecs 
tien. | 
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ten, ſays St Jobn, that ye might believ, 
that Feſus is the Son of God, and tha 
believing ye might have life through hi 
name. St Paul ſays likewiſe, that what. 
ſoever things were written aforetime, wer 
ritten for our learning; that we, thro 
patience and comfort of the ſcriptures 
might have hope. This is the natur: 
and genuine effect of every part of re. 
velation: Its doctrines are revealed, 
that we may receive them with faith; 
that they may purify our hearts, and 
lead us to love and fear God; its com- 


mandments were given, that we might 


keep them; its promiſes and threaten- 
ings tend wholly to diſſuade us from 
that which is evil, and incline us to 
that which is good; and the examples 
which the ſcriptures ſet before us, have 
the ſame tendency. _ 


Therefore, whenever we read the 
ſcriptures, we muſt endeavour to diſ- 
cover, firſt, what is of uſe to inſtruct 
and inform us; and then, what tends 
to ſanctify us, and bring us to God; 
that what we read may always excite 
us more and more to piety, and diſpoſe 
N us 


— 


— 
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us to live a godly life. Moreover, it is 


of great importance, for every one to 
take notice of what particularly con- 
cerns himſelf, and what bears the great- 
eſt affinity to his own circumſtances 
and neceſſities. In this impartial ap- 
plication to ourſelves, of | 
meet with in God's word, conſiſts the 
right uſe of this book. This St James 
teaches us, when he ſays, F any man 
be a bearer of the word, and not a doer, 
he is like unto a man beholding his na- 
tural face in a glaſs; for be beboldeth 
himſelf, and goeth bis way, and ſtraight- 
way forgetteth what manner of man he 
was, Whereas the wiſe and faithful 
hearers of the word, are thoſe who ſe- 
riouſly and attentively conſider and me- 
ditate upon it, and obey its commands. 
By which the Apoſtle ſhews, that the 
uſe we muſt make of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, is to learn obedience; that we 
muſt read and hear them with a deſign 
to grow better; and that he who does 
not make this uſe of them deceiveth bis 
own ſoul. 


4. The ſcriptures muſt be read with 


ſubmiſſion, and obedience of faith. Since 
It 
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it is God who ſpeaks in them, we have 
nothing to do, but to be well aſſured, 
that we rightly underſtand their mean- 
ing, which is never difficult in things 
neceſſary to ſalvation; and then, we are 
with ſubmiſſion and docility to receive 
whatever they reveal, and make that 
the rule of our faith and practice. 
Therefore, when we read the hiſtories 
recorded in the ſcriptures, we muſt be- 
lieve them as firmly as if we were :eye- 
witneſſes of every event ; which we have 
the more reaſon to do, as there is no 
hiſtory which is attended with ſo many 
convincing proofs of its truth and cer- 
tainty. | 


When the ſcriptures propoſe doc- 
trines, as the objects of our faith, we 
muſt embrace them without the leaſt 
doubt or heſitation. If the doctrines 
revealed are of ſuch a nature, that it 
is impoſſible fully to comprehend the 
reaſon, or the manner of their exiſtence, 
this ſhould not in the leaſt ſtagger our 
faith. We muſt conſider, that the moſt 
evident and inconteſtable truths, if we 
attempt to fathom them, are attended 

, with 
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with difficulties, which no one can re- 
ſolve. Therefore, it muſt be prudent, 
as well as pious, upon ſuch occaſions, 
not to give way to a ſpirit of curioſity 


but to lay aſide vain reaſonings, and raſh 
inquiries, which would only ſerve to 
tempt us to. doubting and infidelity, 


God has ſpoken, and let that ſuffice. 


When we read the commands and 
precepts, which God has given us in 
his word to be the rule of our actions, 
it is our duty to believe, that obedi- 
ence and conformity to them is abſo- 
lutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſary. And 
as the ſenſe of the ſcriptures is never ob- 
ſcure in this reſpect, and it is impoſlible 
we ſhould be deceived, unleſs we wil- 
fully ſhut our eyes againſt the truth; all 
we have to do is, with humility, and 
an honeſt heart, to ſubmit to whatever 
God 1s pleaſed to command; continu- 
ally remembring, that as he has an ab- 


ſolute right and authority to command 


our Obedience, ſo are we ſure, he will 
require nothing of us, but what tends 
to make us happy. Should the divine 
commands appear ever ſo diſagreeable, 


and 
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and thwart our moſt favourite paſſions 
and inclinations, it ſuffices, that God 
has ſaid, This do, to make it our duty 
to obey; or, This ye ſhall not do, to 
oblige us to abſtain, We mult filence 
our paſſions, and not liſten to the ſug- 
geſtions of our own hearts; for our paſ- 
ſions are the enemies, which raiſe all 
the difficulties we meet with in the way 
of God's commands, and ſuggeſt falſe | 
reaſons to excuſe our diſobedience, 
And if, to this end, it be neceſſary to 
reſiſt our inclinations, and do violence 
to ourſelves, let us remember, this is 
the beſt proof we can give, that faith, 
and the love of God, is the ruling prin- 
ciple of our actions. Reſiſting our in- 
clinations, and overcoming our natural 
reluctance, is the only teſt of our obe- 
dience, and a proof, that our will is in 
entire ſubmiſſion to the divine. But it 
is a dangerous thing, and repugnant to 
the nature of faith, to argue, when] 
God commands, and to diſpute, either ) 
about the nature or neceſſity of our duty. 
To baniſh all falſe reaſonings, and all 
vain pretences, whereby men endeavour 
to clude the expreſs — 
n a % 
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Reading the Holy Scriptures. 41 
God's word, is the reaſon, why the 
apoſtles, when ſpeaking of the laws by 
which we ſhall be judged, ſo frequent- 
ly adviſe us, Not to be deceived, nor ſuf- 
fer ourſelves to be ſeduced by philoſophy and 
vain deceit, and the like. 


Laſtly, This ſubmiſſion muſt take 
place, likewiſe, in the promiſes and 
threatnings contained in the ſcriptures ; 
that is, when they deſcribe the happi- 
neſs of the life to come, or the puniſh- 
ments reſerved for the wicked, we 


ought no more to doubt of the certain- 


of thoſe promiſes, or threatnings, 


t 
þ if we now actually faw the com- 


pletion of them, and the great day of 
retribution was already come. This 1s 


one of the principal effects of faith. 


Faith, ſays St Paul, is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not ſeen. Now, ſince ſuch is the 


nature of that ſubmiſſion of faith, which 
ought to accompany the reading of the 
ſcriptures; if we have it not, we ſhall 
read them and hear them in vain. The 
word doth not profit, unleſs it be attended 
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5. The laſt diſpoſition with which 


the ſcriptures ought to be read, is piety 
and devotion. This diſpoſition is the 


principal, and includes all the. reſt. 


He that reads the ſcriptures, muſt have 
a love for truth and virtue ; ſhould have 
a heart inclined to good, and ſincerely 


deſirous to know the will of God, and 


to do it. This upright intention 1s 


what our Lord calls in the Goſpel, An 
honeſt, and good heart, which makes a 
man, when. he has heard the word, keep 
it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 


This makes the mind attentive, inſpires 


it with that prudence and judgment, 


which is ſo neceſſary to the right under- 
ſtanding of what God would have us 


know and do to be ſaved. Thoſe who 
have this pious intention, this honeſt 
heart, fail not to enter into the true 
ſenſe of the ſcriptures, and to diſcover 


their beauties, This Jeſus Chriſt teach- 


es us, in theſe remarkable words, I 
any man will do the will of God, be 
Hall know of my doctrine. God mani- 
. teſts himſelf to thoſe that ſeek him; 
and ſheds abroad in their hearts the 


all- 


* 


Reading the Holy Scriptures. 43 
all-quickning light of his holy Spirit, 
and furniſhes them with the moſt uſeful 
knowledge. 


To conclude the whole. As the 
reading - of the ſcriptures requires a' 


pious heart, ſo does it likewiſe demand 


a heart truly devout. Devotion, which, 
by the confeſſion of all who make any 
pretences to religion, is a neceſſary qua- 
lification in prayer, is not leſs requiſite ' 
in reading. When God ſpeaks to us in 
his word, we ought not to be leſs af- 
fected with thoſe ſentiments of reve- 
rence, zeal, joy, and love, which de- 
votion inſpires, than we ought to be, 
when we ſpeak to him in our pray- 
ers: Nay, prayer itſelf ſhould always 
accompany our reading. There 1s no 
better way to prepare to hear the voice 
of God, than to call upon him, and 
lift up our hearts unto him. It is by 
humbly imploring the aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit, that we obtain that grace, 
which prepares the heart, and diſpoſes 
it to love God, and keep his command- 
ments. By this alone, the reading of 


the holy ſcriptures will become profit- 
| able 


44 The Dyſpoſitions neceſſary, &c. 
able to our ſalvation, and bring us to 
that happy end, for which God has 
pleaſed to commit them to writing. 
God grant, that the reflections now 
made, and thoſe which are diſperſed 


produce this effect on thoſe that read 
them. 


„„ 


* That is, The Arguments and Reflections on the 
Old and New Teſtament, as before mentioned. 
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